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Abstract 
This study aimed to identify the presence or absence of secondary metabolites in the Bambusa arundinacea 

mother tincture. The research involved rigorous qualitative testing methods to determine the chemical 

composition of Bambusa arundinacea mother tincture. The results of this analysis revealed the presence of 

Alkaloid, Flavonoid, Terpenoid, Glycoside, Steroid, Carbohydrate, and Protein in the tincture. These findings 

hold significant therapeutic implications as these compounds have been associated with various medicinal 

properties. However, the study also observed the absence of Tannin, Phenol, and Saponin in the Bambusa 

arundinacea mother tincture. This absence of certain secondary metabolites is equally important, as it provides 

valuable insights into the specific chemical profile of the tincture. The research findings contribute to a deeper 

understanding of the chemical constituents of Bambusa arundinacea mother tincture, paving the way for further 

investigations into its potential therapeutic applications. These insights are crucial for the development of 

evidence-based treatments and the optimization of herbal remedies derived from Bambusa arundinacea. 
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Introduction   
Bambusa arundinacea, commonly known as bamboo, has long been revered in traditional medicine for its 

potential therapeutic properties. The use of herbal remedies, particularly mother tinctures, is deeply rooted in 

various traditional healthcare systems globally. [1] Understanding the chemical constituents of Bambusa 

arundinacea mother tincture is crucial in unraveling the therapeutic potential it may offer to modern medicine. [2] 

Herbal medicines have gained considerable attention due to their perceived safety and efficacy. However, the 

scientific validation of these claims remains a critical aspect of integrating them into mainstream healthcare. 

This study aims to bridge the gap between traditional knowledge and modern science by comprehensively 

analyzing the chemical composition of Bambusa arundinacea mother tincture. [3] 

 

The significance of this research lies in the potential discovery of bioactive compounds that could have 

therapeutic applications. Bambusa arundinacea has been historically used to treat a range of ailments, including 

skin disorders, gastrointestinal issues, and respiratory conditions. Identifying the chemical constituents 

responsible for these effects will not only validate traditional wisdom but also pave the way for further research 

and development of novel pharmaceuticals. [4] 

 

The background and rationale for this study, provide an overview of the research objectives, and present a 

glimpse of the methodology that will be employed. Additionally, we highlight the relevance of this investigation 

in the broader context of natural product research and its potential contributions to public health. As researchers, 

we are committed to conducting a thorough and scientifically rigorous analysis of Bambusa arundinacea mother 

tincture to contribute substantively to the field of herbal medicine and therapeutic discovery. [5] 

 

Materials and methods: 
Qualitative Phytochemical analysis:  

Qualitative phytochemical analysis was carried out to find the presence or absence of Alkaloid, Flavonoid, 

Tannin, Phenol, Terpenoid, Glycoside, Saponin, Steroid, Carbohydrate, and Protein in the Bambusa arundinacea 

mother tincture. 
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Alkaloids:  

Picric acid test:  2 ml of extract was measured in a test tube to which 3-4 drops of 2% of picric acid solution was 

added. An orange coloration indicated the presence of alkaloids. 

Flavonoids:  

Alkaline reagent test: 2 ml of 2.0% NaOH was mixed with extract; concentrated yellow colour was produced. 

This result showed the presence of flavonoids. 

Tannins: 

Braymer’s test:  About 2 ml extract was mixed with 5% ferric chloride solution and observed for formation of 

blue, green or violet colour solution indicates the presence of tannins. 

Phenol: 

Ferric chloride test: The extract was diluted to 5 ml with distilled water. To that a few drops of neutral 5% ferric 

chloride solution was added. A dark green colour indicates the presences of phenolic compounds.  

Trepanoids:  

To the test solution 2ml choloroform was added with few drops of conc. H2SO4 (3ml) at the side of the test tube 

an interface with a reddish – brown colouration is formed if Trepanoids constituent is present. 

Glycosides:  

Keller-Killiani Test: To 2 ml of the extract, glacial acetic acid, one drop 5% FeCl3 and conc. H2SO4 was added. 

Reddish brown colour appeared at junction of two liquid layers and upper layer turned bluish green indicating 

the presence of glycosides. 

Saponin:  

Foam Test: Foam test 1ml solution of extract was diluted with distilled water to 20 ml and shaken in a graduated 

cylinder for 15 minutes. Development of stable foam suggests the presence of saponins. 

Steroids:  

Salkowski Test: To 2 ml of extract, 2 ml of chloroform and 2 ml of conc. H2SO4 was added. The solution was 

shaken well. As a result, chloroform layer turned red and acid layer showed greenish yellow fluorescence. 

Carbohydrates: 

Benedict’s test:  To 0.5 ml of test drug about 0.5 ml of Benedict’s reagent is added. The mixture is heated on a 

boiling water bath for 2 minutes. 

Proteins: 

Biuret test: 2ml of filtrate was taken to which 1 drop of 2% copper sulphate solution was added; 1ml of 95% 

ethanol was added. Then it was followed by excess addition of KOH. The appearance of pink colour indicates 

the presence of protein. 

 

Results And Discussion 
The primary objective of this study was to ascertain the presence or absence of secondary metabolites in the 

Bambusa arundinacea mother tincture through rigorous qualitative testing methods. The results of this analysis 

have unveiled a comprehensive picture of the chemical composition of the tincture, shedding light on its 

potential therapeutic applications. 

 

Presence of Secondary Metabolites: 

The research revealed the presence of several significant secondary metabolites within the Bambusa arundinacea 

mother tincture. These included Alkaloid, Flavonoid, Terpenoid, Glycoside, Steroid, Carbohydrate, and Protein. 

These findings are of paramount importance as they signify the diverse chemical nature of the tincture. Each of 

these compounds has been associated with various medicinal properties in previous studies, making their 

presence a promising aspect of this research. The detailed results were tabulated in Table 1 and shown in Fig 1.  

 

Table 1: Phytochemical Analysis of Bambusa arundinacea mother tincture 

S. No Phytochemical Constituents Bambusa arundinacea tincture 

1 Alkaloid + 

2 flavonoid + 

3 Tannin - 

4 Phenol - 

5 Terpenoid + 

6 Glycoside  - 

7 Saponin  + 

8 Steroid  + 

9 Carbohydrate + 

10 Protein + 
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“+” - Presennce ; “-“ -  Absence 

 

 
Fig 1: Qualitative Phytochemical Analysis of Bambusa arundinacea mother tincture 

 

The presence of alkaloids in the tincture is noteworthy as they are known for their potential pharmacological 

activities. Alkaloids have been linked to analgesic, anti-inflammatory, and anti-microbial properties, suggesting 

that the Bambusa arundinacea mother tincture may have therapeutic applications in these domains. [6] 

 

Flavonoids are well-recognized for their antioxidant and anti-inflammatory properties. Their presence in the 

tincture suggests its potential utility in combating oxidative stress and inflammatory conditions. [7] Terpenoids 

are known for their wide-ranging biological activities, including antimicrobial and anti-cancer effects. The 

presence of terpenoids in the tincture raises intriguing possibilities for further research. [8] 

 

Glycosides are often associated with cardioprotective and anti-inflammatory properties. Their presence could 

contribute to the tincture's potential cardiovascular and anti-inflammatory benefits. [9] Steroids have been studied 

for their anti-inflammatory and immunosuppressive properties. Their presence in the tincture could be of 

therapeutic interest. [10] Carbohydrates and proteins are fundamental components of the tincture and may play 

roles in its overall composition and potential effects. [11, 12] 

 

Absence of Secondary Metabolites: 

Equally significant are the compounds that were found to be absent in the Bambusa arundinacea mother tincture, 

namely Tannin, Phenol, and Saponin. The absence of these secondary metabolites provides valuable insights 

into the specific chemical profile of the tincture. 

 

The absence of tannins is noteworthy, as they are often associated with astringent properties and have been 

found in many plant extracts. This absence suggests that the tincture may lack certain astringent qualities. [13] 

Phenolic compounds are known for their antioxidant properties. [14] Their absence may indicate that the 

tincture's antioxidant potential is derived from other compounds, such as flavonoids. Saponins are compounds 

that can produce a frothy or soapy effect when agitated in a solution. [15] Their absence suggests that the tincture 

may not exhibit this particular characteristic. 

 

Conclusion: 
This study has successfully delved into the intricate chemical composition of Bambusa arundinacea mother 

tincture using rigorous qualitative testing methods. The primary objective was to identify the presence or 

absence of secondary metabolites within the tincture, and the results have yielded valuable insights.  

 

The presence of Alkaloid, Flavonoid, Terpenoid, Glycoside, Steroid, Carbohydrate, and Protein within the 

tincture is of great significance. These compounds have been extensively studied and associated with a 

multitude of medicinal properties, ranging from analgesic and anti-inflammatory effects to antioxidant and anti-
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cancer properties. Their presence in the tincture opens up exciting possibilities for its potential therapeutic 

applications, offering hope for evidence-based treatments in various health domains. Equally important are the 

observations regarding the absence of Tannin, Phenol, and Saponin in the Bambusa arundinacea mother tincture. 

This absence provides a unique glimpse into the specific chemical profile of the tincture, setting it apart from 

other herbal remedies. It suggests that the tincture may lack certain astringent qualities and could derive its 

antioxidant potential from alternative compounds, such as flavonoids. [16] 

 

These research findings contribute significantly to our understanding of the chemical constituents of Bambusa 

arundinacea mother tincture, providing a solid foundation for further investigations. The therapeutic potential of 

this tincture, rooted in its diverse secondary metabolites, warrants further exploration. Future research endeavors 

should focus on elucidating the specific health benefits and potential synergistic effects of the identified 

compounds within the tincture. In a broader context, this study paves the way for the development of evidence-

based treatments and the optimization of herbal remedies derived from Bambusa arundinacea. As the demand 

for natural and plant-based therapies continues to grow, the insights gained from this research hold promise for 

enhancing healthcare options and improving the overall well-being of individuals. 
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